READERS" LETTERS

Constitutional amendment
is ploy to ease way for casino

T'have been a strong sup-
porter of Senate President
M. Teresa Paiva Weed, and
IT'know that before entering
the Senate she had a distin-
guished legal career, repre-
senting, among others, New-
port Grand Jai Alai. However,
her statement (with Rep. Mar-
vin Abney) in the May 21 New-
port Daily News that chang-
ing the state constitution is
the “best way” to prevent the
legislature from allowing a
casino at Newport Grand to
move to any other part of the
city is highly questionable.

First, a constitutional
amendment cannot be accom-
plished overnight, or even
in this legislative session.
Amending the Rhode Island
Constitution requires a roll
call vote of a majority of
the members elected to each
house, submission to the vot-
ers at the next general elec-
tion, and then, if approved by
a statewide majority vote, it

- becomes part of the constitu-

tion. (See Rhode Island Consti-
tution, Article XIV, Section 1.)

Thus a constitutional
amendment could not be pre-
sented to the voters, at the ear-
liest, until November of this
year. That will require intro-
ducing the proposed amend-
ment into both houses of the
General Assembly, and get-
ting a majority of their col-
leagues to vote for it before the
end of this legislative session
in about a month. And doing
this when the legislature is
already likely to put the ques-
tion of a constitutional con-
vention on the ballot? Not
very likely.

Second, if they succeed in
this, a majority of all Rhode
Island voters must be per-
suaded to change the state
constitution just to please
those stubborn residents
of Newport who keep vot-
ing against casinos. Remem-
ber, in the last general elec-
tion, in 2012, a clear majority
of Rhode Islanders approved
casino proposals for both Lin-
coln and Newport. They may
not be so eager to place a spe-
cial restriction on a casino in
Newport.

But if they do agree and
vote to add this amendment
to the Rhode Island Consti-
tution, then the legislature
can approve a referendum
on establishing a casino in
Newport only at the Newport
Grand site. That referendum
would go before the voters, in
separate statewide and New-
port-only votes, in the general
election of 2016.

Thus the earliest possi-
ble date when Newport vot-
ers can vote for a casino with
the assurance that it would
not be moved from the New-
port Grand site is in Novem-
ber 2016.

Are the potential buyers
of Newport Grand willing to
wait two and a half years?

This scarcely believable
proposal to change the Rhode
Island Constitution to limit a
proposed casino to the New-
port Grand site is nothing
but a ploy to smooth the path
for the gambling industry in
Newport. I hope the Newport
City Council will see through
it.

Roland F. Chase, Newport
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